il

CITY BRIDGE
FOUNDATION

Bridge Builders reflection activity

Well done on building a fantastic bridge! This activity will help you to think
about what you did and learned during the workshop.

In pairs or groups, think about the workshop and answer the questions below.

Draw or write notes to support your thinking. Be ready to share your answers
with the rest of the class.

What shapes are best to use when building bridges? Why?

How did you use these shapes when building your own bridge?

Why is team work important when building a bridge? How did you work as
part of a team to build your bridge?
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Bridge Builders reflection guidance

Encourage your class to reflect on the visit and workshop. Below you will find
some guidance around each question.

What shapes are best to use when building bridges? Why?

e Triangles/diamonds — strong shape, spreads the weight down the sides

of the shape
e Circles/arches — strong shape, spreads the weight around the sides of the

shape
How did you use these shapes when building your own bridge?

e Children may identify that they used triangles/diamonds in their design
to make their bridge strong and/or stable.

e.g. We used two long strips and a base to make a big triangle for the sides.
This made our bridge strong because it could hold up the weight of the road

at the top.

Why is team work important when building a bridge? How did you work as
part of a team to build your bridge?

e Children may identify that it took lots of different teams to build Tower
Bridge. They may identify that it makes the process quicker or that they

can share ideas.

e.g. Team work is important because it would take a really long time for one
person to try and do everything. When my team built the bridge | built the
top bit and helped to think of ways to attach it to the sides
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